
Seventh Sunday in O T – C 
 

 

“What do you want to be when you grow up?”  That question is 

a frequent conversation starter between grownups and kids.  It’s 

a safe question for grownups because what child has not already 

started imagining at an early age what they want their future to 

hold?  If you ask that question, you are sure to get an answer. 

The answers vary.  Most children run through a whole sequence 

of responses, from being a dinosaur at one stage, to being maybe 

a firefighter at another, to being a millionaire at a third.  The 

possibilities of our imagination are endless.   

What I have not heard often in such situations is the response, “I 

want to be a child of the Most High God.”  Some of the 

precocious young people might remember from their religious 

ed. class that they already are that, and make their response, “I 

already am a child of God,” and they would be right.  The 

sacrament of baptism confers upon us that reality. 

So, what could Jesus be getting at when he puts “child of God” 

in the same sentence as loving our enemies and praying for 

those who persecute us?  His line of thinking seems to lead us 

on a path where “child of God” lies at the end rather than to 

begin from that beginning. 

St. Thomas Aquinas would take this chance to talk about who 

we are in light of what we are capable of, and who we are in our 

actual behavior.  The two elements, potential and actual fact, can 

sometimes fall out of alignment with one another. 

  



 

 

We can even forget what our potential truly contains.  It’s more 

than just the certificate we receive at baptism.  The actuality of it 

all: that we are incorporated into the family of God and become 

members of the body of Christ can get lost in the rough and 

tumble lives we get thrown into.  We need a pole star to keep us 

from straying off course.   

And so, child of God, action is required if the outside and the 

inside are going to align.  And Jesus makes it clear that the most 

important action is to show mercy.  No, really.  The most 

important action is to show mercy. 

The parallel saying in Matthew’s gospel to “Be merciful, as your 

Father is merciful” is, “Be perfect as your heavenly Father is 

perfect.” (Mt. 5:48) It’s a reminder that our true potential is 

determined by the fact that the Holy Spirit is present in our 

hearts.   

No other gift can even come close to that divine reality. The gift 

of God’s own spirit is of a different order altogether. It’s what 

sets the standard for our behavior and pushes us to godly actions 

such as loving our neighbor even when he acts like an enemy 

and making reconciliation a central feature of our life in the 

world. 

The first reading provides graphic imagery of what loving an 

enemy might look like.  What all went into David’s calculation 

not to kill Saul when he had the chance, we don’t know, but we 

do know that in our own thinking, in our own working through 

the simulations of how to resolve a conflict, there are other 

options besides all out retaliation.   
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And some of them start with trying to see the situation from the 

other person’s perspective.  That step is perfection in that it adds 

missing data.  Every coin has two sides, right.  If we take the 

trouble to look at both of them, we’re closer to perfection that if 

we didn’t. 

That step also opens up to us an awareness of where growth 

lies—for us, above all.  The other person’s perspective could 

very well include awareness of our blind spot—the part of our 

life that we cannot draw a bead on.  Confronted with that reality 

puts us in a privileged position to step aware from arrogance and 

being judgmental and to embrace our own need for mercy in all 

humility. 

 

  



 

 

  Could we include that in the list of works of mercy?  Is there 

perfection that is honored when we take that step? 

 


